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WORLD  HORSE  NUMBERS  IN  1952.  AND  1953' 

Work  Stock  in  Specified  Countries 

World  horse  numbers  at  the  beginning  .of -195.3  were  estimated  by  the  Foreign 
Agricultural  Service  at  about  75  million  head, .  This  is  a  decline  of  nearly 
1  million  head  from  1952  numbers  and  102  million  from  the  postwar  peak  of  760 4 
million  in  1950  and  1951,    Numbers  are  now  about  22  percent  below  the  1934-38 
prewar  average.  •   •  • 

The  world  pattern  of  changes  in  horse  numbers  reflect  moderate  recovery 
from  war  devastation  immediately  after  World  War  II,  followed  by  declining 
numbers  as  mechanization  progressed  in  the  more  agriculturally  developed 
countries  in  1947  and  1948  and  then  by  more  increases  from "1949-51  as  other 
areas  of  the  world  stepped  up  agricultural  output  but  because  of  lack  of  trac- 
tors had  to  depend  on  horse  power*    liore  extensive  mechanization  in  the  more 
advanced  farming  areas  of  the -xrorld  caused  a  further  decline  in  1952  and  1953 
in  spite  of  the  continued  upward  trend  in  horse  numbers  in  U,3,3.R.,  Asia  and 
parts  of  Africa 4 


HORSES:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continents  or  areas, 
averages  1934-3&  and  1.946-50,  annual  1950^-1953 


Continent'  : 
or  s 

Average  \ 

1950  ! 

1951  ! 

1352  1/  •! 

1953  1/ 

area  : 

1934-38  i 

1946-50  : 

Thousands: 

Thousands 

Thousands. 

Thousands; 

Thousands' 

Thousands 

North  America  : 
Europe  : 

Asia 

South  America 

Africa 

Oceania 

18,600  : 
"    19,200  : 
:      19,900  : 
;  15,800 
:  17,700 
:  3,100 
:  2,100 

13,000  i 
16,000 

•    '    2/  s 
:      12, 500 
17,600 
:  3,900 
1,400 

11,900  : 
:  16,400 

?J  ' 
!  12,700 

;  17,600 

3,800 

:  1.300 

11,000 

.:■  16.300 
:  13^700 
:  12,700 
:  17,600 
:  3,900 
!  1,200 

10,100 
.16,100  : 
• •  14,700 
:  12,800 
: '  17,400 
3,900 
:  1,100 

i  9,500 
15,800 
2/ 

:  12,900 
:  17,400 
:  3,800 
:  1,100 

Total 

:      96 .400 

\  75,700 

:  76,400 

:  76,400 

:  76,100 

:  75.200 

1/  Preliminary,!    2/  Estimate  included  in  the  total, 


A  summary  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  June  15,  1953  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
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Major  decreases  in  horse  numbers  since  prewar  have  taken  place  in  the 
United  States,  Canada,  the  United  Kingdom,  Argentina,  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
This  group  of  countries  had  made  considerable  progress  in  replacing  horses  witn 
tractors  prior  to  World  War  II,  have  for  the  most  part  a  type  of  agriculture 
which  can  benefit  through  mechanization,  and,  also,  have  had  machinery  available 
either  through  manufacture  or  through  purchase  from  other  countries. 

Smaller  decreases  have  occurred  in  Cuba,  most  Western  European  countries, 
Greece,  Japan,  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  some  areas  of  Asia.  Various 
factors  such  as  small  farms  not  readily  adaptable  to  tractor  power,  lack  of 
foreign  exchange  or  inability  to  manufacture  equipment  and  the  general  state  of 
agricultural  development  are  chiefly  responsible  for  the  smaller  degree  of  sub- 
stitution of  machines  for  horse  power. 

Numbers  in  1953  are  above  other  postwar  years  and  the  prewar  average  in 
Mexico,  Italy,  Spain,  Iran,  Iraq,  Turkey,  Brazil,  Colombia,  Peru,  and  other 
small  areas  in  Asia  and  North  Africa.    These  countries  as  a  group  have  increased 
agricultural  output  over  the  last  two  decades,  calling  for  more  horse  power. 

There  are  indications  that  horse  numbers  in  the  U.S.S.R,  and  several  other 
countries  of  Eastern  Europe  have  made  a  fairly  substantial  recovery  in  the 
last  few  years.    They  are  all,  however,  considerably  below  prewar  levels, 

In  general,  world  horse  numbers  are  likely  to  remain  about  the  same  in 
the  years  immediately  ahead.    The  trend  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  which 
saw  decreases  in  the  more  highly  developed  agricultural  countries  and  increases 
in  those  countries  which  are  coming  into  a  higher  level  of  cultivation,  will 
probably  continue  so  that  the  net  change  is  not  likely  to  be  great. 


OTHER  WORK  STOCK" 


In  addition  to  horses,  other  work  stock,  notably  mules  and  asses,  oxen, 
work  cows  and  water  buffaloes,  provide  farm  power  for  a  great  part  of  the  world 
especially  in  Central  and  Southern  Europe,  the  Mediterranean  area  and  Asia, 
Although  statistical  data  are  incomplete  and  scattered,  there  are  indications 
that  oxen  and  work  cow  numbers  declined  somewhat  in  Europe  following  the  second 
World  War.    On  the  other  hand,  mules  and  asses  are  reported  to  have  increased 
in  Greece,  Italy,  India,  Turkey,  Syria  and  Brazil. 

Because  of  the  economic  importance  of  work  cows,  oxen  and  water  buffaloes 
as  a  source  of  milk  and  meat,  as  well  as  draft  power,  and  their  ability  like 
that  of  all  other  work  stock,  to  utilize  cheap  roughages,  they  have  an  assured 
position  in  the  economy  of  many  small  farms.    However,  some  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  application  of  tractor  power  to  small  farms,  and  as  further 
progress  is  made  the  importance  of  work  cows  in  some  areas  may  be  expected  to 
decline  further* 

As  a  result  of  increased  mechanization  in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
mules  continued  to  decline  during  1952.    In  the  Near  and  Far  East  water 
buffaloes  have  increased  in  some  countries. 
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During  the  coming  year,  mechanization  may  be  expected  to  continue  to 
contribute  materially  to  the  total  world  farm  power e    In  some  European  and 
many  Asian  countries,  however,  the  lack  of  working  capital  together  with  other 
economic  factors  will  continue  to  limit  extensive  mechanization. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign 
Crop  and  Livestock  Statistic s0    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U»  5„  Foreign  Service 
report s« 
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